Patient perspectives on quality of life after penile cancer.
Penile cancer (PC) is a rare, but ominous disease. In 50-60% of squamous cell carcinomas of the penis, human papilloma virus infection, particularly with types 16 and 18, is part of the pathogenesis. Depending on cancer invasiveness, PC is treated with local resection of the glans and partial or total penectomy. This quality of life (QoL) study aimed at obtaining in-depth knowledge about patients' experiences with PC. A literature study was carried out to identify relevant topics for a semi-structured interview. Qualitative interviews with four former PC patients were transcribed verbatim and analysed using a medical anthropological approach. The analysis focused on the ways patients frame their disease experiences and relate the physical, sexual and emotional disease impact. Varying degrees of amputation affected the participants' sexual capabilities. Still, three participants (aged 66-72 years) said that their partner relationships were not negatively affected by the disease. In contrast, the impact on sexual function and self-esteem had been devastating to the fourth participant (aged 44 years) who was single and worried about the disease impeding his chance of finding love in life. For all participants, having had a potentially fatal disease put the physical disease impact into perspective. PC may greatly impact the psycho-sexual QoL of PC patients, particularly at a younger age and depending on their partnership status. Disease impact appears to be related to age, overall life situation and the cancer experience. The study was funded by an unrestricted research grant from Sanofi Pasteur MSD. not relevant.